WEBSITES 101
Things You Need

· Domain name (e.g. acme.com)
· Web host

· Content!

Vocabulary

· domain 
yourwebsite.com
· ftp

what you use to move things from your computer to your website
· database
organization system for many content management systems

· CMS

content management system

· HTML 
markup language used to make websites (XHTML is the next level)
· CSS 

a language for structuring web pages and styling their contents
· themes 
designs for blogs, wikis, etc. 
· blogs 

essentially one kind of CMS
Things to Consider

· Is my domain name easy to remember?

· How often do I want to update my website?

· What do I want people to be able to do on my website? (contact, learn about my business, see pictures, comment, order?)

· How much time and money do I want to spend on my website?

· Free as in beer vs. free as in kittens.
· The more you are willing to learn, the more you will be able to do.
So, keeping that all in mind. . . 

Domains

· Domains can be purchased separately or through your web host

· Some domain registrars: godaddy.com, active-domain.com, gandi.net
· Top domain name registrars, via Wikipedia: http://tinyurl.com/2hqvu5 
Free Web Hosting

· Dreamhost free offer for nonprofits: http://wiki.dreamhost.com/Non-profit_Discount
· Other free web hosts, via Google: http://tinyurl.com/yoobus
· Some blogging platforms offer free hosting
Paid Web Hosting

· Usually $8-12/month

· Many web hosts will let you support multiple domains and databases, so you might be able to pair up with someone

· Check carefully to find out what features each host offers and how much support they offer

Content

· Free page design: pages.google.com, geocities.com, et al.
· WYSIWYG html editors 

· DIY html & css using a text-based html editor
· Full list of html editors: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_HTML_editors
· Content management systems: blogs

· Free blogs via blogger.com and wordpress.com
· Host your own blog—costs more but gives you more control
Resources
· http://w3schools.com tutorials in HTML, CSS, and much more
· http://webdesign.about.com good introductory material about website design
· http://www.csszengarden.com what you can do with CSS (eventually)
· http://www.alistapart.com advanced web design topics 
Questions?

· laura@parkcountylibrary.org
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