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Ken Blackbird by James Bama 

Map# 35 

Artist Bio: James Bama was born in Washington Heights, NY, but calls Wyoming his home. He lived in Cody 

from 1968-70, moving to Wapiti by 1971. He has been recognized at the Buffalo Bill Center of the West and is a 

notable American realist. His childhood artistic inspirations include the Flash Gordon and Tarzan comics and his 
early career was as an illustrator and industrial artist. Despite his east coast origins, Bama is a Wyoming native 

and a pillar of western art.  

Ken Blackbird, 1978, Print 980/1500, Donated by Nancy Backlund in 
2014: The Backlund family donated this print as part of their collection 

which they wanted to share with the public. The subject of this print, Ken 

Blackbird, is a notable photographer that focuses on native peoples.  
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Buffalo Bill Hat by Rose Burrows 

Map# 20 

Buffalo Bill Hat, 2006, Acrylic on fiberglass: Rose Burrows decorated the fiberglass hat to depict significant 
events in Buffalo Bill’s life moving from the front and around to the right. After the hat’s completion in 2006, 

it circulated in the Powell and Cody area and was bought at auction by Bill Garlow, William “Buffalo Bill” 

Cody’s grandson. Bill kept the Buffalo Bill Hat at home, but later decided that it needed to be on display for 

public education and enjoyment – at the library. Burrows also embellished Springtime in Cheyenne, a boot from 

These Boots Were Made for Talking, a fundraising auction put on in 2004 by the Cheyenne Depot Museum and 
the Downtown Development Authority.  
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Grizzly Bear by N.G. Charley 

Map# 12 

Grizzly Bear, 1999, Alabaster sculpture, Donated by 
Jane Whiteside Backlund in 2009: This sculpture was 

originally gifted from Dr. Backlund, a great patron of 

the library, to his wife. Upon her passing, Dr. Backlund 

and his daughter thought that the Grizzly Bear would 
look best amongst the other grizzlies at the library. It 

has greeted folks here since 2009.  
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Geronimo Wolf of the Warpath Cover Art & Wagons, Mules and Men: 

How the Frontier Moved West  Sketch by Nicholas Eggenhofer  

Map# 25, 26  
Geronimo Wolf of the Warpath Cover Art, 1958, Original watercolor, Donated by Wallace (Wally) H. Johnson: 
This original watercolor depicts Apache Chief Geronimo and was Eggenhofer’s first dustjacket illustration. 

Wallace (Wally) H. Johnson, the donor of this piece, is an avid collector of many things, especially books. He 

owns all of Eggenhofer’s collection and thought that this original watercolor would speak to Eggenhofer’s 

featured place within the community.  

Wagons, Mules, & Men: How the Frontier Moved West Promotional Art, 1958, Original watercolor, Donated by 

Wallace (Wally) H. Johnson: The illustration is a promotion for Wagons, Mules and Men: How the Frontier 

Moved West. This is the first of two books written and illustrated by Eggenhofer. It describes transportation 

during western settlement. Eggenhofer’s second book and autobiography is entitled Horses, Horses, Always 

Horses: The Life and Art of Nick Eggenhofer.  

Artist Bio: Eggenhofer was born in Germany in 1897 and    

immigrated to New Jersey with his family in 1913. He loved 

the American West and Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild West Show. 

He started his career as a pulp magazine illustrator in New 

York City and once he had achieved some success, moved to 

Cody where he continued his illustrations.  
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Eggenhofer Collection 

Map# 27  
The Nicholas Eggenhofer Collection, 1958-1981, Book jackets/covers, Donated by Evelyn Herman 

(Eggenhofer’s daughter) in 2015: A collection of books illustrated by Eggenhofer and biographical texts relevant 

to his life and works. The collection of books are Eggenhofer’s personal set of his own publications.   
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Wildflowers by Elizabeth Gilbert 

Map# 37-43 

 

Wildflowers II, 1975, Pen and ink, 
watercolor on paper, Donated by 

the artist in 1975: These six 

plants and cricket honor Maud 

Shoemaker Murray (1883-1966), 

a late resident of the North Fork 

and a local patron that ran Trout 

Creek Ranch with her husband, 

Jack. 

Wildflowers I, 1975, Pen and ink, 
watercolor on paper, Donated by 

the artist in 1975: This piece 

honors Mary Jester Allen (1875-

1960), niece of Buffalo Bill Cody, 

with eight plants found locally, a 

bee, and a moth.  

Wildflowers III, 1975, Pen and ink, 
watercolor on paper, Donated by the 

artist in 1975: These “old-fashioned 

hollyhocks” were a favorite of Jessie 

Bradford Walters. She taught piano 

while she lived in Cody in addition 

to ranching, her photography hobby, 

and publishing a cook book.  Wildflowers IV, 1975, Pen and ink, water-
color on paper, Donated by the artist in 

1975: This charming composition honors 

Agnes Brown Chamberlin (1871-1949), 

dedicator of K.O.D.I. Radio Station, type-

setter for “The Cody Enterprise,” and lo-

cal patron.    

Wildflowers V, 1975, Pen and ink, 
watercolor on paper, Donated by 

the artist in 1975: Graced with a 

monarch and a painted lady butter-

fly, this study honors Margery Gib-

son Ross (1877-1964), a Suffragette, 

raconteur, and a favorite local intel-

lectual.    * Key and Memorial Plaque not pictured 
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Charlie Workman—Leonard Horr (son of Mrs. McFall) 1st librarian 

Map# 31 

Charlie Workman – Leonard Horr (son of Mrs. McFall) 1st librarian, F.J. Hiscock Photo, 
1906, Photograph, Property of Park County Library: This image shows the first library 

building in Cody as it appeared in 1906.  
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Hello Maggie! Original by Willie Ito, Signed by Shigeru Yabu 

Map# 67 

Artist Bio: Willie Ito was born in 1934 in San Francisco, CA and was instantly fascinated by Walt Disney 

Animations like Snow White (1937). At the onset of WWII in 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed 
Executive Order 9066 and authorized the U.S. Military to confine, relocate, and intern any person of Japa-

nese descent on the sole basis of their ancestry. Ito was first sent south of San Francisco to Tanforan Race-

track where he lived in hastily converted horse stables. He was sent to Topaz Relocation Center in Utah in 

1942 and was confined there until July 1945.  He continued in school and art classes during his confine-

ment and attended San Francisco City College and the Chouinard Art Institute. Ito became Iwao Takamo-

to’s animation assistant at Disney in 1954. In 1955 he worked on what has come to be known as the spa-

ghetti kiss scene from Lady and the Tramp, launching his career. Ito moved to Warner Brothers in 1955 and 

worked in Chuck Jones and Friz Freleng’s units on the Looney Tunes. He moved to Snow Ball Productions 

in 1961 and to Hannah-Barbera a couple of years later. There he worked on classics like The Flintstones, The 

Jetson’s, and Yogi Bear. He was the main character designer for Hong Kong Phooey and moved to Disney Con-
sumer Products in 1977. He was a director of Character Art International Creative which encouraged col-

laboration between U.S. and Southeast Asian studios. He retired in 1999 and started Yabitoons, under 

which he published Hello Maggie! (2007) and A Boy of Heart Mountain (2010). Both books can be found in 
the library.  

Artist Bio: Shigeru (Shig) Yabu was imprisoned at Heart Mountain Relocation Center in Powell under Execu-

tive Order 9066 in October 1942. He was surrounded by barbed wire, guard towers, and subjected to humiliat-

ing conditions, the life his family had built destroyed. Despite the hardship he faced, he kept an adventurous 

spirit and befriended a magpie that he named Maggie. She is the namesake for his book, Hello Maggie!.  A Boy of 

Heart Mountain is based on his experience at Heart Mountain. Yabu is a U.S. Navy veteran and gradated from 
San Diego State College in 1960. He devoted his professional life to the Boys and Girls club and carried the 

Olympic torch in 1984. He is on the board of Heart Mountain, Wyoming Foundation.  

Hello Maggie! Original, Watercolor on paper, Donated by Dr. Catherine Schmidt in 2021 
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Ghost Riders in the Sky by Ray (Padre) Johnson 

Map# 18 

Ghost Riders in the Sky, 1983, Print (35/58), Donated by the artist 

Artist Bio: Ray (Padre) Johnson is a Vietnam veteran, artist, author, 

and a Wapiti cowboy. He has lived in 159 countries over a dozen years 

and wrote a book about his travels: Journeys with the Global Family. He, 
like other local artists, is known to visit the library quite regularly.  
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The Boot by Jane Kellogg 

Map# 54 

The Boot from Boot, Scoot, ‘N Boogie, 2015, Glass mosaic tile, Donated by Martha Matloff in 2016: The work of 

the same artist that embellished Bubba from A Gathering of Grizzlies, this oversized boot was part of             
Rendezvous Royale 2016’s street festival, Boot, Scoot, N’ Boogie. It has called the western portion of the    

fiction section home since 2020.  

Artist Bio: Jane Kellogg lives in Mesquite, 

Nevada. She is a mosaic tile artist that 

makes 3D designs, panels, and mirrors of 

various sizes. Glass beads and unusual 

found objects add intrigue to the colorful 

glass tiles that characterize Kellogg’s work.  
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Geologic Map of Wyoming by J.D. Love & Ann Coe Christiansen 
Map# 19  

Geologic Map of Wyoming, 1985, Print on paper, Donated by CTA Architects, Billings, MT (now Cushing Terrell 
Architects) in 2012: In 2008, the library moved into the space where it now resides. CTA Architects oversaw the 

fitting of the space for the library and at a luncheon at Noon Break, the team responsible for the color pallet 

selection looked over and saw a Geologic Map of Wyoming. The map’s colors were vibrant and earthen and you 

can see how their inspiration has influenced the attractive appearance of the library you see today. Though now 

faded, our copy of the map faithfully unifies our interior design.   
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Adventures in Photography by Bobby Model 

Map# 3-8  

 Artist Bio: Bobby Model (1973-2009) grew up in the 

Absaroka high country around Cody. Todd Skinner 

asked Bobby to join a Wyoming team of cowboy 

climbers that free-climbed Trango Tower in Pakistan 

in 1995, establishing his relationship with National 

Geographic. Bobby went on five professional photo-

graphic expeditions during his career. Bobby moved 

to Nairobi, Kenya in 2004. In 2006, Bobby was 

deemed an Emerging Explorer by National Geo-

graphic. Bobby was injured in a car accident in June 

of 2007. He passed in 2009.  

Banners: 

Steve Bechtel descending Mount Poi in the Northern Frontier 

District of Kenya from Adventure portfolio, 1999 

Dan Miller jumping a ledge with his mountain bike from   

Adventure portfolio, 2003 

Boots at the summit, Looking down at the climb from    

Greenland Rocks project, 1998 

Gabra woman holding camel in the Chalbi desert of Kenya 

from people portfolio, 2004   

Dogon Chief (Banani) on the Dogon Escarpment in Mali, 

West Africa from La Main de Fatima project, 1997 

Bedouin Leading Camel Herd in Libya, 2004 

Adventures in Photography has 
been on permanent loan 

from the Model Family 

since 2010.  

Look up to see our beautiful banners! 
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Adventures in Photography by Bobby Model 

Map# 45-53  

 
Framed Photographs: 

 

Mohamed Ramadan a Muslim prays near Gabraoun Oasis in 

evening light from people portfolio, 2004 

 

A young boy picks corn kernels that have spilled from dropped bags 

after a World Food Program (WFP) food drop in Turalei, Twic 

County Sudan, 2005, (not pictured) 

  

Detail of a bandolier of bullets around the neck of a Burundian 

military escort, 2004, (not pictured) 

  

A Burundian carries his bag of fish to shore on Lake Tanganyika 

near Bujumbura, Burundi, 2004, (not pictured) 

  

Informal portrait of a Tuareg man in the Sahara Desert, 2004 

  

Above the Baltoro Glacier in Baltistan, Ali Raza, a Balti porter, 

faces Mecca to begin evening prayers, 1995  

 

A Balti porter gazes out through a makeshift tent,  

 

Sher Ali, a Balti porter, takes a break from his heavy load  

 

A young Balti girl poses for an informal portrait in the Hushe Val-

ley of remote Baltistan  
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Molesworth Gallery Benches by Thomas Molesworth 

Map# 63 

Molesworth Gallery Benches, 1959, Hand-tacked leather-covered wooden benches, Donated by the Buffalo Bill 
Center of the West in 2013, recovered by Covert Workshops in 2019: We have two benches that were commis-

sioned for the opening of the Whitney Gallery and given from the Buffalo Bill Center of the West collection in 

2013. The longer designs sit beneath the Walley murals and there is a shorter copy of the Molesworth benches 

created by Covert Workshops that sits beneath Ghost Riders in the Sky. The original benches were likely covered 
in Naugahyde or fabric prior to their donation to the library and the 2019 recovering used the original tacks 

with new leather.   

Artist Bio: Thomas Molesworth operated the Shoshone Furniture Company in Cody from 1931-1961 and is 

credited for bringing western and cowboy inspired design to the world of studio furniture. Though he sold to 

the general public, he is known most for his custom ranch and hotel designs.  
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Andrew Carnegie by Francis Luis Mora 

Map# 2  

Historical Note: This work was presented to the 
Park County Library in Cody on the occasion of 
the centenary of Carnegie’s birth. Carnegie was a 
benefactor to the Park County Library in Cody in 
1915. Photos of the Carnegie Library correspond 
to numbers 29 and 30 on your tour map.  

Andrew Carnegie, 1935, Print, Donated by the Carnegie Corporation in 1935.  

A Note on the Plaque: The plaque was given by the 
Ron Christie Family and the Big Horn Basin Scottish 
Society in 2008 when the portrait of Mr. Carnegie 
was moved to the new library. The Society wanted to 
celebrate the contribution of Scotts like Mr. Carnegie 
to education interests worldwide. 
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The Voyage of the Fianna by Dean Morrissey 

Map# 14 

The Voyage of the Fianna, 2005, Print (on canvas) 98/150 , Donated by Big 
Horn Print Gallery in 2008: The Voyage of the Fianna is one of Morrissey’s 

prints independent of a personal print publication. It depicts the Celtic story 

of the legendary ship Fianna and adventurer Finn MacCool and his crew that 

sail through time.   

Artist Bio: Dean Morrissey was born in Boston in 1951 and became a book cover illustrator. His first 

publication was The Ship of Dreams in 1991 and “A Sudden Gust” is from that publication. He published 

other children’s books like The Great Kettles: A Tale of Time from which “Telescope of Time” comes from. 
Morrissey made prints independent of his books centered around topics like Celtic folklore and     

Christmas.  
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The Telescope of Time by Dean Morrissey 

Map# 15 

The Telescope of Time from The Great Kettles: A Tale of Time, 1997, Lithograph on paper 2636/5000, Donated by 

Big Horn Print Gallery in 2008: The print depicts Father Time as he appears in the children’s book, The Great 

Kettles: A Tale of Time. Big Horn Gallery donated this print to the collection for the opening of the new library in 
2008 and the beautification of the children’s section.  
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A Sudden Gust by Dean Morrissey 

Map# 16 

A Sudden Gust from Ship of Dreams, 1994, Lithograph on paper 655/950 , Donated by Big 

Horn Print Gallery in 2008: The print depicts “Joey” from Ship of Dreams sailing through the 
sky in his “Redd Rocket.”  
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Wyoming ABC Quilt by the Paintbrush Piecers Quilt Guild of Cody, 
Wyoming  

Map# 44 

 Artist Bio: The Paintbrush Piecers are 

a local quilting guild that generously 

donated this quilt in homage to the 

flora and fauna of Wyoming.  

Wyoming ABC Quilt, 2010, Quilt, Donated by Paintbrush Piecers Quilt Guild in 2010.  



 22 

Cody Foothills at Carter Mountain & Yellowstone Stream by Daryl Poulin 

Map# 10, 57 

 

 

Artist Bio: Daryl Poulin is a professional artist and 

frequent patron of Park County Library. He resides in 

Carter, WY, and the familiar landscape from Cody 

Foothills at Carter Mountain is our favorite over-the-
mantle hanging. Poulin grew up in Maine, was in 

Korea in the late 1960s, and studied painting at 

the Art Institute of Chicago after his return from 

overseas. He earned a BFA in graphic design from 

the Portland Maine School of art and made his 

career in commercial art. He began his art career 

in his spare time and has painted noteworthy  

pieces like the commemorative print for the 75th 

anniversary of the Buffalo Bill Cody Stampede. 

Cody Foothills at Carter Mountain, 2008, Acrylic on 
canvas, Donated by the artist in 2008.  

Yellowstone Stream, 2008, Acrylic on canvas, Donated 
by the artist in 2019  
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The Bronco Buster by Frederic Remington 

Map# 9 

 

The Bronco Buster, Bronze sculpture, authorized copy, Donated by 
the Bill Barnhart Family in 2018: This sculpture was given from 

Bill’s collection by his family following his passing. This copy of 

the famous sculpture is our favorite thing to keep on the mantle.   

Artist Bio: Frederic Remington’s Bronco Buster is widely considered 

to be the most famous piece of western art. Copywritten in 1895, it 

was Remington’s first bronze. Remington was born in Canton, New 

York and spent most of his life living on the east coast. Despite his 

preference for eastern comforts, Remington is credited with being of 

the first to capture the mood, colors, and liveliness of western life. 

Remington died in Connecticut in 1909.  
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Flying Geese & Rhinos by Charles Ringer 

Map# 36, 65 

Artist Bio: Charles Ringer was born in Minnesota 

lives in Joliet, Montana. His studio has been in Joliet 

for forty years and he creates everything from small 

animal sculptures to permanent kinetic installations 

in exotic metals.  

Flying Geese, 2009, Steel plate & tubing, Donated by Dennie 
& Nancy Hammer, Harris Haston & Carlene Lebous; Victor 

& Lynn Riley; Press, Shirley, & Mariah Stephens; Joel & 

Margot Wilkinson in 2009 

Rhinos, 1996, ¼” cut steel plate on wooden base, 
Donated by the Mother Daughter Book Club: 

Ringer has numerous fabulous forms to choose 

from in his whimsical collection of tabletop kinetic 

animal sculptures.  
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A Gathering of Grizzlies 

Map# 61, 64 

 

 

 

Bubba from A Gathering of Grizzlies, 2008, Jane Kellogg (artist), 
Jeffrey Burnham Rudolph (sculptor), glass mosaic tile on fiber-

glass, Sponsored by Iron Creek Energy, Donated by Groathouse 

Construction in 2008: Bubba has welcomed visitors to Park 

County Library in Cody since 2008 and weighs in at 350 pounds. 

Another of Kellogg’s mosaic sculptures can be found on the  

western shelf in the fiction section in the form of The Boot.   

Bonzo from A Gathering of Grizzlies, 2008, Laura Marie Anderson 
(artist), Jeffrey Burnham Rudolph (sculptor), Acrylic on fiberglass, 

Sponsored by Cook Moving & Storage, Donated by Tom & Nancy 

Cook in 2008: Bonzo the clown bear was designed “to end up in a 

place where he can bring pleasure to children” and to inspire “people 

to laugh” according to artist, Laura Marie Anderson.  

What Was A Gathering of Grizzlies? 

 A Gathering of Grizzlies consists of 25 big bears and 31 little bears that were sold to benefit the youth sections of 
the Park County Library. Jeff Rudolph sculpted the original form for the “big bear” grizzlies and entitled the 

Styrofoam and plaster behemoth, “Theodore Roosevelt.” The “Theodore Roosevelt” grizzly was manufactured in 

fiberglass, distributed to local and regional artists, and embellished according to their unique vision. The “little 

bears” were originally gifts for artist sponsors, but additional copies were produced when public interest spiked 

and they were embellished by numerous local artists. The big bears reconvened at the Cody Armory for photog-

raphy by Elijah Cobb (photographs seen above) ahead of the official opening on June 27th, 2008, and were then 

moved to their summer locations around town. The “little bears” were sold at silent auction by the Cody Coun-

try Art League and the “little bears” grossed an unexpected $15,200 upon the auction’s closure on Labor Day. 

October 4th, 2008, marked the date of the auction of the “big bears” at the Park County Library and is recalled 

to be an event sparking marvelous disbelief in the 400 folks gathered.  
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A Gathering of Grizzlies: Little Bears 

Map# 17, 21, 23 

 

Cornelius Cosmos from A Gathering of Grizzlies, 2008, Jennifer 
Winslow (artist), Jeffrey Burnham Rudolph (sculptor), Pen 

and ink and photograph decoupage on fiberglass, Donated by 

Bonnie Rindahl in 2008 

No Child Should Ever from A Gathering of Grizzlies, 2008, 
Nick Ward (artist), Jeffrey Burnham Rudolph (sculptor), 

Acrylic on fiberglass 

Bear Bones from A Gathering of Grizzlies, 2008, Aimee 
Hope (artist), Jeffrey Burnham Rudolph (sculptor), 

Acrylic on fiberglass, Donated by Nikki Brew & Peggy 

Rohrbach in 2008 
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Cody Bronc by Jeffrey Burnham Rudolph 

Map# 11 

Artist Bio: Jeffrey (Jeff) Burnham Rudolph is a 

Cody local and was chosen to sculpt the 

“grizzly” from A Gathering of Grizzlies as well as 

the “buffalo” from Where Buffalo Roam!. He was 

also selected to sculpt the Cody Bronc by the  
Cody High School Class of 1964 upon their 

50th Graduation anniversary. He prefers to 

work in stone, wood, and bronze.  

Cody Bronc, 2014, Walnut sculpture, Donated 
by the Cody High School Class of 1964 in 2014.   
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Griz by Jeffrey Burnham Rudolph 

Map# 13 

Griz, 2008, Alabaster sculpture, Donated by the artist in 2015: 

This is an alabaster version of the “grizzlies” from A Gathering of 

Grizzlies that the artist gave to beautify the library.  
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Buffalo Springfield from Where Buffalo Roam! 

Map# 60 

Buffalo Springfield from Where Buffalo Roam!, Jeffrey Burnham Rudolph (sculptor) Jodi Horvath 
(artist), 2015, Mixed media on fiberglass, Sponsored by Thomis Cuisine Management, Donated by 

Bob & Graham Jackson in 2015: West Park Hospital Foundation undertook a fundraiser in 2015 

called Where the Buffalo Roam that was similar to the 2008 A Gathering of Grizzlies fundraiser put on 
by the Park County Public Library Foundation Board. The Hospital foundation did this to raise 

money for the Lenox and Fran Baker Education Center. Some 30 fiberglass bison like the one you 

see here can be found all over Cody.  
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Kendall Siggins & Triangle Z Ranch Furniture 

Map# 1, 34 
 

Artist Bio: Triangle Z  Ranch Furniture is located 35 

miles outside of Cody and was founded in 1963 by 

Kendall Siggins of By Western Hands. Siggins prefers to 
work in Douglas Fir and has won several awards at 

the Western Design Conference.  Siggins and his 

craftsmen are dedicated to quality and detail even as 

styles shift over time. 

(2) Triangle Z Benches, 2008, Douglas fir planks on anthracite ba-
ses: The benches were created custom for the 2008 reopening of 

the library. The bases match the end tables in the library. 

(2) Rawhide Laced Rockers, 2008, Douglas fir and rawhide leather:  

The rocker was created for the 2008 reopening of the library.   
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Elk & Down Wind Racer by Carl Wagner 

Map# 22, 24  

Elk, 1977, Bronze sculpture (23/100), Donated by M. Eleanor Atkinson in 2009 

Down Wind Racer, circa 1980, Bronze sculpture 
(10/100),  Donated by M. Eleanor Atkinson in 2009 

Artist Bio: Carl Wagner was born in 1938 in Glassboro, New 

Jersey and died in 2011 in Naples, Florida. His thousands of 

bronze sculptures featured animals from across the United 

States, but especially those local to his Hurricane Hill studio 

near Salida, Colorado. He began operating his own foundry in 

Colorado in the 1970s, making his prolific production of 

bronzes possible.  
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Cody Country by John Edwin Walley 

Map# 62 

Story of the Murals: Cody Country and Progress were painted as a pair of decorative murals by John Walley under 
the F.E.R.A during the New Deal. Born in Sheridan, Wyoming on February 2, 1910, and educated in Chicago, 

it is apparent that Walley wanted to benefit beautification and public works in his home state while he was 

working as a FAP (Federal Art Project) artist. He appeared before a meeting of the board of the Carnegie library 

in Cody on June 5, 1935. He is said to have brought and displayed sketches of the mural decorations that he 

had painted in the Laramie Library and asked for a F.E.R.A project to make two murals for the library in Cody. 

The board approved this project on August 7, 1935, and the new murals were the talk of the town in Novem-

ber, 1935.   

Cody Country and Progress were moved to the Bandana Room of the Buffalo Bill Village (now the Holiday Inn in 
Cody) in 1964 upon the demolition of the Carnegie library which was undertaken to open up space for the 

new Cody Public Library building. The new library did not have sufficient wall space to appropriately display 

the murals. They remained in the Bandana Room until 2010 when they were transported to Denver, Colorado 

for cleaning and restoration. Both paintings had been exposed to cooking and tobacco smoke for about forty-

five years because of their location and Progress sustained impact damage in the “E” of “PROGRESS.” The 
Western Center for the Conservation of Fine Arts in Denver, Colorado restored both pieces, reframed them, 

and returned them to the library facility in which you now stand. They have been as you see them now since 

2010.  

Cody Country, 1935, Oil on Masonite board, Donated by F.E.R.A (Federal Emergency Relief Administration) / 

W.P.A (Works Progress Administration) in 1935: Cody Country depicts familiar sights from the area such as: Buf-
falo Bill Dam (once the tallest dam in the world), Hereford cattle, row crops, and a statue of William “Buffalo 

Bill” Cody atop a bucking bronco. Notice that the mural evokes a sense of western expansion not only through 

its industrial, agricultural, and historical subject matter, but also through the natural flow of the eye from right 

to left.  
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Progress by John Edwin Walley 

Map# 66 

Artist Bio: John Edwin Walley began his art 

education and career a newspaper cartoonist as 

a young man in Sheridan and further trained at 

the Chicago Art Institute, the Academy of Fine 

Arts, the Hubert Ropp School of Art, and the 

Goodman Theater (stage design) in Chicago. 

He became director of the FAP (Federal Art 

Project) Design Workshop in the Mural Divi-

sion and Assistant State Director in Illinois un-

der the New Deal. In 1948 he was working as a 

professor at the University of Chicago and was 

a committee chairman on the University Art 

Gallery. He was also a professor at the Universi-

ty of Illinois, Chicago later in his career. Much 

of Walley’s professional career centered on 

commercial and industrial design. John Walley 

died in 1974. 

Progress, 1935, Oil on Masonite board, Donated by F.E.R.A 
(Federal Emergency Relief Administration) / W.P.A (Works 

Progress Administration) in 1935: Progress depicts six men, 
horses, a covered wagon, and the Cody landscape. It also fea-

tures seven words that frame the painting. Though Walley 

never named the piece, the library refers to this piece as 

“Progress” because of the word’s prominent place on the left 

vertical side of the painting. The other six words differ in 

that they are occupation titles. Scout, bullwhacker, cowboy, 

prospector, engineer, and rancher are jobs that were essential 

to the western settlement of the Cody region. All six men 

point left and their leftward motion evokes a sense of west-

ern progress similar to that found in Cody Country. The as-

sociation of these six occupations with the local landscape 

and progress implied by their spatial relationship to one an-

other in the mural further speak to Cody’s relationship to 

western settlement and development.    
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Desert Flame by Lyman Whitaker 

Map# 59 

Desert Flame, 2018, mixed metals, Donated by the Park County Library Foundation in 2018: 
The Park County Library Foundation board sought to improve the children’s natural play yard 

in 2018 with the logs and the desert flame sculpture seen today. It is a delight to hear children 

enjoying themselves here on good weather days.  

Artist Bio: Lyman Whitaker is a native of Utah that specializes in wind sculptures. 

He has numerous national and international installations.  
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Carnegie Library Cody 

Map# 29 

Carnegie Library Cody, Wyoming circa 1950, Photograph, Property of Park County Library: 
Andrew Carnegie benefitted the building of the second library building in Cody in 1915. 

This is a photo of that building where the Walley murals would have originally hung.  
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Cody 

Map# 33 

Cody, Photograph, Property of Park County Library: 
This photo is looking north between 13th and 14th 
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Cody Wyo. July 4th, 1921 

Map# 32 

Cody Wyo. July 4th 1921, Photograph, Property of Park County Library: The 
view in this photo is of 12th and Sheridan during the 4th of July celebration.  
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Library, Cody, WYO., 1915 

Map# 30 

Library, Cody, WYO., 1915, Photograph, Property of Park County Library: The 
Carnegie Library circa 1915, the first year that it served the Cody community.  
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Wyoming Centennial 

Map# 28 

Wyoming Centennial Print, 1990, Poster, Donated in 1992. 
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Monthly Rotating Displays 

Map# 55, 56, 58 

The library offers three spaces for monthly rotating displays. We have 

two walls for hung pieces and a glass case. The glass case often features 

the works of local miniaturists and hanging walls are excellent spaces 

for local visual artists. The library views itself as an intellectual and  

artistic center in the community and these display areas allow us to  

better celebrate our local creativity.  


